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HE Romances of Stilfrid and his son 
Brunswik belong to the class of chi- 
valrous stories, of which the best 
known example in our own language is the * Morte 
d' Arthur' of Sir Thomas Malory. That of Stil- 
frid appears worthy to have formed an episode 
in that beautiful work, while the history of Bruns- 
wik, though exceedingly amusing, is fitter com- 
pany for some of those committed to the flames 
by the friends of Don Quixote. Stilfrid was 
originally written in verse, as is very manifest 
from the constant recurrence of rhymes and mea- 
sured lines in the original, a phaenomenon of 
which Brunswik exhibits far fewer traces. It 
is supposed that the writer or writers had in 
view the exploits of Duke Wratislaw II. of 
Bohemia, who in 1086 obtained the royal dig- 
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nity, for life only, from the Emperor Henry IV. 
in return for his heroic services against the 
adherents of Pope Gregory VI I. ; and those of 
Duke Wladislaw II., who in 1158 received the 
crown for himself and his successors from the 
hands of the Emperor Frederic Barbarossa, in 
return for past services in Poland and in ex- 
pectation of future services in Lombardy, where 
the subsequent achievements of the Bohemian 
forces were very remarkable. To Wladislaw 
was also granted, as an armorial bearing, the 
lion, which is still the national emblem of 
Bohemia. Some of the adventures will remind 
us of the German Siegfrid, and others of our 
old friend Sindbad, whose *roc* reappears under 
a new name. Sir Percivale de Galis also in 
the *Morte d' Arthur' (xiv. 6.) performs an exploit 
similar to that of Brunswik in assisting a lion 
to overcome a serpent. 

It is hard to believe that these two ro- 
mances can have proceeded from the same 
pen, so superior is that of Stilfrid to the other 
in style, dignity and morality. There is a noble 
disregard of geography in both, far out-heroding 
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Shakespeare's sea-coast of Bohemia ; and in 
Stilfrid the author acflually finds a difficulty in 
distinguishing between England and Mesopo- 
tamia. K. J. Erben, the Editor of the Bohemian 
works of John Huss, has reprinted both these 
romances, from a manuscript of the fifteenth 
century, in his *Vybor z literatury Czesk6' ('Se- 
lection from Bohemian literature*), and it is from 
this edition that the present translation has been 
made. 

It will be remarked at once, that the names 
of the heroes are German rather than Bohe- 
mian. This is to be accounted for by the fa(5l, 
that during the latter part of the long reign of 
the Emperor Charles IV. in Bohemia (1346 — 
1378) and also during part of that of his son. 
King Wenceslas IV., Prague was the capital 
of the whole German empire. It being the aim 
of Charles IV. to constitute it such permanently, 
every exertion was made to render the German 
language fashionable and general, and many 
purely Bohemian places and families received 
German names, which they bear at the present 
day. 
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N the land of Bohemia there was a lord 
and prince, whose name was Stilfrid. 
He was a man of lofty mind, and 
prided himself on accomplishing whatsoever he 
devised. He had a very beautiful wife, named 
Theodora, daughter of the King of Lombardy, 
by whom he had a son, whom he commanded 
to be named Brunswik. Once upon a time Stil- 
frid began to discourse with his wife, saying ; 
" Dear lady 1 know that our parents gave us this 
counsel, that, if possible, we should win honour 
and a good name for our nation. Now I have 
devised to go forth and not return back, even 
if I give my life for it, until I win greater honour 
for myself and my country ; for this kettle,* 

*Dalemil in his verse chronicle, the earliest entire MS. 
of which was lately found in the Library of Trinity College, 
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which I bear on my shield, displeases me greatly, 
and therefore I have devised, either to obtain 
an eagle on my shield, or to lose the kettle." 
And it came to pass that, committing his wife 
and goods to trusty servants, he ere long rode 
forth, commanding his men never to give him 
the title of prince. He rode through divers 
lands, visiting the courts of kings and princes, 
and nowhere found his match in valour and in 
tourneying with sharp weapons. Having satis- 
fied himself thereof, he rode into far distant 
foreign countries. 

In course of time he came to the King of 
Naples, whose name was Astronomus, and 
offered to attach himself to his court, and King 
Astronomus gladly gave orders to enrol him 
in his court. Then Stilfrid began to serve the 
king with diligence, and the king, seeing that, 
loved him greatly and took counsel with him 
concerning his most important matters. At 

Cambridge, tells us that Duke Wratislaw II., the first king, 
obtained the remission of the duty of holding the kettle, 
and was made the Emperor's cupbearer. He also says 
that Wratislaw received a white (some MSS. say red) lion 
to bear on his shield instead of a black eagle. 
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length the King of Mesopotamia or England, by 
name Filosofus, quarrelled with King Astrono- 
mus and began to spoil and burn his lands 
and to take captives. Then Stilfrid, seeing this, 
spake to the king, saying : " O thou that art 
no king I seeing the great wrongs of thy poor 
people, wilt thou not defend thyself ? Know thou 
this, that, if thou dost not, it will not beseem any 
brave man to be in thy service." The king, on 
hearing this, saith to Stilfrid : " Dear knight ! I am 
his equal in royal race and in shield, but in 
wealth I cannot equal him, and therefore perhaps 
I must submit to him and cede some of my ter- 
ritory." Saith Stilfrid : " O king, I tell thee this : 
it would be better for thee even to die with us, 
than meanly and cowardly to live ; and if, O king, 
thou wilt hearken to me, I will give thee such 
counsel, that, please God, thou shalt give me 
thanks." The king saith : " I will gladly hear thy 
counsel, but I fear to wage war with him." Stil- 
frid saith : " Command the lords and nobles, that 
are thy subjedls, to be summoned, and march out 
into the field against him." So he commanded all 
his court to arm and equip themselves for war, 
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and it was done according to the king's command- 
ment. Then they marched out into the field, and 
the two armies faced each other. 

Then the King of Naples called Stilfrid and 
said to him : ** Now Stilfrid, counsel me what is 
best ; for thou seest thyself that the King of Eng- 
land has thrice as many men as we." Thereto 
said Stilfrid : ** Since thou wilt not fight with him, 
again I will give thee another counsel. Command 
thy scribe to come before thee, and command him 
to write a letter in these words : * O thou King of 
England, Filosofus, thou art spoiling my people 
unrighteously ; know that, please God, I intend to 
defend myself against thy unrighteousness. There- 
fore, if thou art a brave man, make a like cove- 
nant wath me, as I with thee : choose out of thine 
army 2000 horses, the best thou hast, saddled ; 
bind on the saddle of each a thousand marks of 
gold, and I will take as many out of my army and 
as much gold. And when thou doest this, choose 
also twelve knights or princes, the most valiant 
thou hast, and I will take one out of my army and 
command him to fight with the twelve, taking 
them one at a time ; and if any of the twelve over- 
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come my one, then take those horses and that 
treasure, and I will become thy subjedl and ser- 
vant with all my kingdom ; but if the Lord God 
and S. Wenceslas* help me, submit thou to me in 
like manner.* '* The king, hearing this, began to be 
in perplexity and said : ** Dear Stilfrid, I should 
commit myself to a great matter, for it is not a 
light thing that one should slay twelve, neither 
can I have such an one in my army." Then said 
Stilfrid : " I am he, O king ; I am willing to en- 
counter the twelve, taking S. Wenceslas for mine 
aid ; therefore, beloved king, take a manful heart 
and have a full hope in the Lord God, that he 
will help thee against this great unrighteousness." 
Then the king hearkened to him therein and sent 
the letter to the King of England. 

The King of England, on hearing this, began 
to marvel and laugh and jest, and sent for his 
council and shewed his councillors the letter. 
Then began his councillors to say to him : " O 
great King Filosofus 1 it would not beseem thee 

• S. Wenceslas is the tutelary saint of Bohemia, of which 
he was king. He was murdered by his brother Boleslas the 
Cruel in 936. 

C 
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to live, if thou shouldest rejecfl such an offer ; for 
if thou wert to begin at the rising and travel to 
the setting of the sun, never wouldst thou meet 
with a like thing. For thou knowest that thou 
hast plenty of valiant men in thy service ; there- 
fore choose out twelve, and let it be agreed upon 
and witnessed, and show the letter to other kings 
and princes.'* So the English king sent to the 
King of Naples, that he should have his desire. 

So they appointed a time at the end of two 
weeks, and meanwhile both of them sent to the 
kings and princes round about, that they might 
make the covenant between them twain. And 
when many kings and princes assembled, they 
made the covenant between them ; and after pre- 
paring the horses and money on both sides, they 
made an enclosure for them in a meadow, and 
fenced it round about, so that no man could get 
in or out. And when the day came, on which the 
battle was to be, the King of England rode up 
and down his army, choosing out twelve valiant 
princes and knights, and one he summoned, say- 
ing : " Symforian of Lionshield, mount thy horse 
and ride into that meadow ; if thou boldest it 



STILFRID, II 



against Stilfrid, I will give thee a thousand marks." 
Then Symforian speedily sprang upon his horse 
and went into the meadow, and began to call on 
Stil£rid, asking him whether he dare meet him 
with sharp weapons. 

Stilfrid, seeing that the time was now come, 
commanded twelve lances to be placed in readi- 
ness for him, with a pennon of a different colour 
on each. And when he had armed himself, 
he commanded his cream-coloured horse to be 
brought, and mounting him, said : " O Almighty 
God and S. Wenceslas ! be pleased to aid me this 
day, for I do this not for any vain-gloriousness 
nor for money, but for the honour of my Bohemian 
nation." And he said : " Give me the white pennon, 
for that colour betokeneth the cheerfulness and 
joy of every brave man." 

So taking the lance with the pennon, on one 
side of which was a golden cross and on the other 
the name of S. Wenceslas, he rode merrily into 
the meadow against Symforian. And when these 
two good knights charged each other, they let 
their horses run furiously. Stilfrid smote Symfo- 
rian so hard, that he fell from his horse on one 
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side ; then Stilfrid sprang from his horse and 
began to assault him with his sword. Symforian, 
seeing himself worsted, yielded. The princes took 
Stilfrid by the hand and led him merrily out of 
the lists ; likewise also they led away Symforian's 
horse. 

The King of England summoned another: 
"Lipolt* of Austria, thou valiant hero, try thy 
might I So long as I live, thou shalt be in favour." 
Lipolt mounted his horse, and rode into the lists, 
crying out to Stilfrid and saying : ** Stilfrid, this 
I say, that to-day I will prove thy might." Stilfrid 
said : " Give me the green pennon, for that colour 
is the hope of every brave man." Thereon was 
a very beautiful emblem and likewise a golden 
cross. With a good hope he betook himself into 
the lists, and under him his cream-coloured horse 
pranced haughtily. There he hurled Lipolt far 
behind his horse, and dismounting and drawing 
his sword, began to assail him and give him many 
great strokes. Lipolt, being unable to defend 
himself, besought mercy. Stilfrid departed from 
him and thus rode merrily out of the lists. 

* Leopold. 
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The King of England called again : "Where 
art thou, Rudolt,* our trust ? Remember thy 
hardihood ; let Stilfrid know thy might." Rudolt 
rode down with speed. Stilfrid, looking behind 
him, said : " Give me the red pennon, for that 
colour fires the heart of a valiant man." And 
taking the lance with the pennon, he rode wrath- 
fuUy against Rudolt, and manfully pierced him 
through the body with the lance. 

Thereat the King of England was sorry, and 
said : " Where art thou, Typartitus, Grecian 
hero ? hesitate not ; if thou standest against Stil- 
frid, I will give thee a ship on the sea." Typar- 
titus, riding to the meadow, cried out : " Where 
art thou, Stilfrid ? Neither cross nor sign shall 
help thee, people shall tell a new tale of us." 
Stilfrid, on hearing this, gave thanks to S. Wen- 
ceslas, and said : ** Give me the yellow pennon, 
that colour is the firmness of every noble man." 
Typartitus cried out wrathfuUy and caracoled 
haughtily upon his horse. Stilfrid delayed not to 
charge him, and soon cut short his curvetting, 
casting him far behind his horse, so that shield 

• Rudolf. 
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and helmet flew up high above the horse, and ere 
he reached the ground his soul departed from 
him. 

The King of England began sorrowfully to 
cry: "Theobaldus! meet Stilfrid valiantly, that 
the damsels and ladies may thank thee/' Theo- 
baldus, the margrave, went merrily down into the 
meadow, saying : " Look out for thyself, Stilfrid ! 
stand firm and flee not, for it cannot be other- 
wise." Saith Stilfrid ; ** Give me the blue pen- 
non, that colour betokeneth the steadfastness of a 
noble man.** Taking the lance, he rode down 
with speed ; Theobaldus was there caracoling 
before him. Stilfrid aventred his spear and ran 
against him ; Theobaldus, terrified, fled before 
him. Stilfrid rode after him : " Stand, flee not, 
good fellow I " said he. But Theobaldus fled. 
Stilfrid pursued him to the army and smote o£f 
his head. 

The King of England, seeing this, began to 
call again: "Tristram of Opoczany I I will give 
thee an hundred horses ; put out all thy might ; 
if thou standest against Stilfrid, thou shalt always 
be my friend." Tristram rode into the enclosure. 
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eager to fight with Stilfrid, and called upon Stil- 
frid, saying: "Thy mother must bewail thee, I 
will cut short thy prancing ; thou must not 
boast over us." Saith Stilfrid : " God knoweth 
what will happen to me ; S. Wenceslas, help 
me ! " He also said : " Give me the azure pen- 
non, for that colour betokeneth the skill of every 
man." And thus eagerly he rushed against Tris- 
tram, smote him from his horse and pierced him 
through with his sword. Then he mounted his 
horse again merrily and rode to his king. Saith 
the king : " Welcome, Stilfrid, my beloved knight ! 
The Lord God bless thee, and mayest thou live to 
accomplish well whatsoever thou beginnest ! So 
long as I live, will I increase thine honour." 

The King of England called again : " Pitopas 
of Mezihrad ! * many will envy thine honour ; I will 
give thee the city of Anglia,t if thou canst with- 
stand Stilfrid." Then Pitopas cried out in the 
lists, saying : " Stilfrid ! Stilfrid ! hast thou hid- 
den thyself from me, or art thou afraid ? Thou 

* Perhaps Merseburg, which in modem Bohemian is Mezibor, 
Bor is a corruption of hurg, which in Bohemian is hrad, 

f Does tiiis mean London ? 
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shalt not escape me by thy craft, thou shalt find 
devil enough in me." Saith Stilfrid : " Pitopas ! 
thou revilest me greatly, yet dost not thereby 
daunt me." Then he leapt eagerly on his horse, 
and quaking with excessive anger, said : " Give 
me the red-brown pennon, that colour betokeneth 
the anger of a valiant man." And in that anger 
he galloped into the lists, and Pitopas rode vio- 
lently against him, saying : "Stilfrid, defend thy- 
self I it is time I thou shalt have evil cheer with 
me." Stilfrid rode up to him and smote him so 
hard, that he fell three spears' length behind his 
horse ; then, drawing his sword, he assaulted him 
mightily, so that he smote off his feet and hands. 
Afterwards he pierced him through with his 
sword, and sprang again fiercely on his horse. 

The King of England swooned, yet in his 
swoon cried out: "Adrian, lord of Africa! thou 
art always ready to serve me ; do not withdraw, 
but contend with Stilfrid in the lists." Stilfrid, 
perceiving this, said : " Give me the violet pen- 
non, that colour betokeneth the valour of every 
man." Thereupon he went into the lists and with 
great vehemence smote Adrian through the body. 
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Again said the King of England: "Brynda, 
Margrave of Tas, rush against Stilfrid and bear 
him from his horse." Brynda went down into the 
lists and unfurled his banner against him, saying : 
" Stilfrid, it must be so ; thou must be slain by 
me." Saith Stilfrid : " Give me the cream-colour- 
ed pennon, that colour betokeneth the firmness in 
faith of a brave man," Firmly he went against 
Brynda and slew both his horse and himself. 

Again the King of England in sorrow cried : 
" Benedi(5l, Prince of Tyre ! do thou the duty of a 
knight ; smite Stilfrid with a mighty stroke, so 
shalt thou do honour to thy lord." Benedi<5l was 
of haughty mind ; he had three maidens on a red 
pennon, and rode fiercely into the meadow, call- 
ing to Stilfrid : "Turn, turn again, Stilfrid ! I see 
that thou must remain here." Saith Stilfrid : 
" Hand me the grey pennon, that colour betoken- 
eth the humility of a modest man ; though Bene- 
di<5l is not without vaunting words, with that 
haughty mind he will not escape me." Modestly 
he rode into the meadow, and Benedicft rushed 
vehemently against him. Stilfrid gave him a 
mighty stroke, so that Benedic5l fell from his 

D 
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horse, and from that stroke the soul departed. 
Stilfrid rode out of the lists and thanked God. 

The King of England in distress called again : 
" Naderspan, Great Lord of Hungary ! let every 
man give thee thanks, command thy horse to be 
saddled and contend with Stilfrid." "O King, 
that will I do, and will fight with him manfully." 
When Naderspan was in the lists, he called thus 
upon Stilfrid : " If thou darest to meet me, evil 
must betide thee from me." Saith Stilfrid : ** Why 
I should not dare, I know not ; is it because thou 
art well known to the Romans ? When I beseech 
thee, Naderspan, then and not till then, allow me 
to live." Saith Stilfrid : " Give me the scarlet pen- 
non, for that colour betokeneth the dignity of the 
whole knightly career." Under the pennon he 
rode in a stately manner into the lists, so that 
beneath his horse the earth quaked. And when 
he came up to Naderspan, fiercely with his lance 
he tare his body, violently he cast him down from 
his horse, and springing down from his own ap- 
proached him and suddenly passed his sharp 
sword through him. 

The King of England, seeing this, said : 
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"Alas! Alas! misfortune! in sorrow art thou 
given me, though never did I even dream of 
this." Saith the King of England: "Zibrid of 
the Roses, my greatest comfort ! now, alas ! is my 
fortune in evil case ; if it be not for thy help, I 
shall lose my kingly might. Therefore I have 
kept thee till last, that thou mightest deliver me 
from my distress, for I have no one in my court 
mightier than thou art. If thou boldest thyself 
against Stilfrid, I will give thee the half of my 
kingdom, and moreover, on my faith, I will give 
thee my dear daughter." Saith Zibrid : " I will 
strive for that, even if I am to be slain by Stil- 
frid." Zibrid was Prince of Temar and was very 
splendidly equipped ; his shield and helmet glit- 
tered with gold, and on his shield he bore eighteen 
golden roses on a red field, and these roses signi- 
fied, that, when he smiled, roses fell in showers 
around him. In those lands there was no man 
handsomer, and moreover, in himself he was a 
valiant hero ; he had costly armour on him, that 
was all set with pearls and precious stones. And 
when he sat on his horse, which he called Skropel, 
it curvetted proudly beneath him, and he held in 
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his hand a golden banner, beneath which he 
galloped merrily into the lists, and there called 
wrathfuUy on Stilfrid, saying : " Stilfrid ! whither 
hast thou betaken thyself ? Didst thou not know 
that I was left ? Thou needest not plume thyself 
on the eleven, for I would overthrow four-and- 
twenty such ; therefore it will be evil foV thee, 
if thou lightest with me." And thus he reviled 
him greatly, till Stilfrid laughing thereat said : 
"On my faith, why should I not dare to fight 
with thee ? Unless it be for the costly armour 
that glitters on thee ? Therefore, Zibrid ! if the 
Lord God helpeth me to reach thee in career, 
verily the roses must fall in showers from thee ! 
Let the daughter of the King of England aid 
thee ; I take for aid my God and S. Wenceslas." 
And when he sprang on his horse, it bounded 
and curvetted proudly beneath him. After wait- 
ing a short time, he gave honour and praise to 
God and said: "Give me the lion-coloured pen- 
non, that colour signifies the honour and praise of 
my Bohemian nation." In graceful and dignified 
manner he rode into the lists against Zibrid and 
many thousands of people were spectators thereby. 
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Then they rushed vehemently together, so 
that they both broke their spears upon each 
other : the kings and princes marvelled thereat, 
yea, their lances crashed like thunder. And Zi- 
brid saith upon the field : ** Stilfrid, how doth it 
please thee ? Perchance it is not to thy liking ; 
thou must learn to know the Knight of the Roses 
better ; this is nothing, I will mark thee better." 
Said Stilfrid : ** Zibrid ! when I shall go down 
upon my knees, then, and not till then, shalt thou 
make thy boast over me. That stroke hath harm- 
ed me not, mine honour is still with me. But 
regard thou the emblems on thy shield : me seem- 
eth that four of the roses are no more." 

Again they brought lances to them both, and 
again they met together and gave each other 
mighty strokes, so that again they both broke 
their spears ; both sat on their horses, but Zi- 
brid's shield and helmet flew from him, and 
though Zibrid kept his seat on his horse, Stilfrid 
gave him a deep wound. Saith Stilfrid: "Wilt 
thou still vaunt thyself ? Yet thou sittest sadly on 
thy horse, the roses are scattered from thy shield. 
Ah ! if the daughter of the King of England knew, 
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she would take it very ill of thee that thou hast 
allowed so simple a man to wound thee." Saith 
Zibrid : ** I would not count it an honour, if I 
allowed a worse man than myself to take me." 
Saith Stilfrid : " Please God, thou hast to find 
that I am as good a man as thyself, and I will be 
thy match in all things, save that roses do not 
fall in showers from me ; know that Stilfrid will 
spoil all that." 

They brought them spears for the third time, 
and they rode against each other. Stilfrid gave 
him a mighty stroke and Zibrid was Carried on 
one side by the spear. Stilfrid sprang from his 
horse, wrathfuUy drew his sword, and going up to 
Zibrid began to give him great buffets, till the 
pearls began to spring on high. Zibrid recovered 
himself and began to stand on his defence, and a 
strong battle began between them ; from noon to 
vespers they smote each other till sparks flew 
from their swords. The kings and princes mar- 
velled thereat and gazed intently upon the battle. 
" Alas," said they, "for those young knights ! they 
cannot remain alive." The King of England en- 
couraged Zibrid, sayijig: "Recollecfl thyself, O 
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thou that art our trust ! My daughter careth for 
thee ; risk thy life and seek his life." Saith Zi- 
brid : " O King, thou shalt see him compelled 
to flee before me in the lists." Saith Stilfrid : 
**What will happen, God knoweth ; but if thou 
desirest to grant me mercy, do not grant it till 
I flee before thee. But I take my God for mine 
aid, and will cut short thy prancing." 

Then rushed they together again and smote 
each other mightily. It fortuned that Stilfrid 
gave Zibrid a wound, so that he began to give 
ground ; speedily and mightily did Stilfrid rain 
blows upon him, first on one side, then on the 
other. Zibrid, unable to defend -himself, began to 
flee before Stilfrid. Stilfrid pursued him and 
pressed him closely ; then he began to hew him 
mightily, so that the roses fell in showers from 
him. With mighty strokes did he buffet him, 
saying: "Zibrid, are the roses already falling in 
showers from thee ? Seest thou now, that I can 
be thy match ? Know that thou canst not escape 
death." He had hewn off all his armour from 
him, and Zibrid was all covered with blood. 
Saith Zibrid: **Ah! woe is me! never did this 
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happen to me, when I fought with any one ; now 
it cannot be otherwise ; I pray thee, Stilfrid, slay 
me not." Thereupon the princes hastened down 
to them and all besought Stilfrid, saying : " Since 
he yieldeth himself to thee, receive him to mercy." 
Saith Stilfrid : ** O ye kings and great princes, 
and all ye assembled people ! for your prayer I 
will do it, and to please you I will not slay him, 
but for his haughty words I ought to slay him. 
Rise, Zibrid ! I will let thee go and show thee 
mercy." 

And when all was thus ended, Stilfrid kneeled 
down on his knees and gave thanks to God and 
likewise to S. Wenceslas. Then, and not till 
then, did he command his Bohemian banner to be 
unfurled, on one side whereof was a kettle on 
a fiery field. On seeing this, the princes and 
kings knew, what they had not yet known, that 
Stilfrid was the Prince of Bohemia, and led him 
with great reverence out of the lists under his 
banner. And King Astronomus said: "Stilfrid, 
great lord ! I will proclaim thy name before all 
princes, because, being a great lord, thou didst 
not allow thyself to be known, and undertookest 
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great things with twelve great heroes and over- 
camest them all, and didst thereby help me 
greatly, and by that great and difficult achieve- 
ment hast done me much good by thy steadfast- 
ness. For this I am above all exceedingly 
grateful, but this I say, that, if I had known 
thou wert the Prince of Bohemia, I would have 
lost all my kingdom rather than have allowed 
thee to fight for it ; but since it hath been thus, 
whatsoever thou desirest, little or much, thy will 
shall be accomplished ; for for my sake thou didst 
not value thy life." And taking him by the hand, 
he wept for joy upon the field and set him on his 
own throne. 

Then they brought him a costly princely 
mantle, and the great lords and princes brought 
him great gifts and jewels, and made their 
acknowledgments to him, and others offered 
him their service. Then came the King of Eng- 
land, wearing his crown, before King Astronomus, 
and taking the crown from his head before Stil- 
frid, reverently knelt before him and yielded to 
him his whole kingdom. Then the King of 
Naples, after taking counsel with Stilfrid, re- 
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stored him his kingdom under these conditions: 
That he should never be against him, but adl 
upon his counsel ; and likewise, if need were, 
should send to his aid thirty thousand men and 
two thousand horses, and that even if he were 
obliged to sell his goods. 

And Stilfrid said : '* O King ! remember that 
thou gavest me a choice to ask for a gift. I ask 
not for lands, but for the honour of my Bohemian 
nation and of my only son, Brunswik. I ask thee 
to give me the arms of the King of England, to 
wit, a black eagle on a golden field, instead of 
this kettle, which I bear upon my shield." The 
King of Naples said to him: ''Truly Stilfrid, 
not only the eagle, which I can easily give, but 
the half of my kingdom in full possession do I 
give thee, if thou wiliest ; and be thou sure and 
certain, that thou shalt have whatsoever thou 
askest." And he bade speedily erase the kettle 
and embroider a black eagle on a golden field 
on his banner and on all his pennons. 

Stilfrid thanked him for this, and sent word 
with speed to his own land, where he had not 
been for three years, that they were to equip 
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themselves and ride out to meet him. And as 
soon as they were in the land of Naples, King 
Astronomus gave orders in all the towns to 
furnish them with provisions in abundance. And 
the lords, hearing that their prince had won great 
honour for the land of Bohemia and for himself 
likewise, began to rejoice greatly and to thank 
him as their gracious lord. And when he ordered 
preparations to be made, desiring to ride to his 
own land, the King of Naples, seeing this, began 
to be sorrowful and said to Stilfrid : ** Dear lord ! 
if thou canst overcome thy wish, abide with me ; 
as I said, the half of this my kingdom I will 3rield 
to thee, and after my death I give thee the whole 
in full possession." Saith Stilfrid : " I thank 
thee, dear king ! but, I pray thee, do not desire 
me to forsake my wife and son ; therefore I can- 
not remain longer.'* And the king, seeing that 
he would not remain, commanded to saddle his 
horses also and sound the trumpet for marching, 
and caused two thousand horses thereof to be 
brought and given to Stilfrid with all things ap- 
pertaining to them. 

So he mounted and rode to his own land of 
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Bohemia, and King Astronomus rode with him 
in person. Then was there great joy in the land 
of Bohemia, for Stilfrid had won for it great 
honour ; and he commanded in all cities and on 
all gates an eagle on a golden field to be painted, 
and the bells to be rung, and Te Deum laudamus 
to be sung. The men of Prague had ridden out 
a long distance to meet their lord, and had come 
out with the regalia, old and young, giving him 
an affecflionate welcome ; the King of Naples also 
they greatly honoured and gave him great gifts. 
The king, seeing great love and honour on their 
part, thanked then heartily ; and when he saw 
that Brunswik, Stilfrid's son, was an honourable 
and proper youth, he proflfered to give him his 
daughter, saying : " Let my daughter, my beloved 
Neomenia,* be betrothed to thee and given thee 
in marriage, and may the Lord God give you 
twain all that is good I " And after no long time 
they brought her honourably to Bohemia, as wife 
to Brunswik, and then a great marriage festival 
and tournament continued for two months. 

*New moon, an appropriate name for the daughter of 
King Astronomus. 
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Stilfrid departed from this world in prosper- 
ity, leaving his son his goods and land. Then 
indeed did great sorrow come to the land of 
Bohemia, and for a long time the people wept 
for him as for their own father. Praise be to 
God! 
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IFTER the death of Stilfrid, Brunswik 
his son took possession of all his lands 
and all his goods. And he began to 
rule th^m with great diligence, making use of the 
counsel of the elders, according to the diredlion 
and instru(5lion of his father. He knew how to 
honour all persons according to their rank, per- 
sons lay, and persons spiritual, orphans, widows, 
damsels, ladies ; for he was an honourable and 
very noble prince, so that they spake a good report 
of him in all other countries. 

Two years and three months after the death 
of his father, Brunswik called to mind the excel- 
lence of his father, and what good he had done 
and won for the land of Bohemia in his lifetime. 
Then he said to his wife : " My Neomenia ! I give 
thee to know this, that I intend to ride forth and 
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seek honour for my nation, for it is not seemly for 
any brave man to die without doing something 
that shall be memorable after him. My father 
won an eagle in his lifetime, and, please God, I 
intend to win a lion. And now a ring I give thee as 
a token, and take thy ring from thy finger, that thou 
mayest trust no man, unless thou seest this thy 
ring thyself. Mark it well ; if thou seest it not in 
seven years, know that I am no more. And as to 
what I have devised in my mind, that will I do 
and nought else, should I lose my life for it." 
Neomenia began to weep sorrowfully, saying: 
" Woe is me, unhappy woman ! to whom dost 
thou commit me, my dearest lord ? My father and 
mother are very far from me, to whom shall 
I look for comfort ? " Saith Brunswik : " Dear 
queen ! I depart not from thee so lightly as thou 
thinkest ; I will send for thy father, that he may 
govern my possessions in my stead, and aid and 
counsel thee. I shall not commit thee to any one 
save thy father, and be assiured of this ; if it is 
sorrow to thee, that I depart from thee, it is much 
greater sorrow to me ; but now it cannot be other- 
wise." Saith Queen Neomenia : " If it were sor- 
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row to thee, thou wouldest of right come from far 
to me and comfort me ; but now, alas ! I see that 
thou desirest to forget me ; woe is me, that I have 
lived to see this ! '* And embracing him with 
great weeping, she lamented over him, and began 
to entreat him to bethink himself and remain with 
her. Saith Brunswik with a loud voice : " Weep 
not, dearest lady ! I alter not my word ; for the 
words of a prince cannot go back, neither, please 
God, shall they go back." 

Meanwhile he sent for his father to come to 
her, and ordered thirty horses to be saddled. And 
he rode into divers lands, winning himself a good 
name, and at length he rode so far, that he could 
not ride further because of the waters. And when 
they came to the sea, as he rode on the shore, he 
bethought himself what he should do ; and obtain- 
ing a ship, embarked with his men. 

When he had been a quarter of a year voyag- 
ing on the sea, one night a great wind arose on 
the sea, and the sea becaming boisterous, the waves 
rose up mightily and buffeted the ship, so that 
sometimes it was three ells under water. Bruns- 
wik was in great danger, so that it is written of 
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him, that when he was in this great storm, the 
raging and roaring of the sea with the mighty 
wind drove the ship far out of its course, so that 
it now approached the Yak-stone mountain.* 

When the mariners perceived this, great was 
their weeping, wailing and lamenting, and they 
spake, saying : " Now doth misfortune meet us ! " 
And so, alas ! it came to pass. When they were 
fifty miles from the mountain, they were smitten 
by an exceedingly great flash and a mighty scent 
from the Yak- stone mountain, so that in a mo- 
ment it drew them all to it. Now the mountain 
possesses this power : whatever is within fifty 
miles of it on every side, whether people, birds, 
fish, logs or sea-creatures, it draws to it in a 
moment, and every thing must stay for ever 
beside the Yak -stone mountain. Beneath the 
mountain there is nothing save a very beautiful 
island, named Zelator, which word signifieth 
pleasant and delightful. 

Brunswik, finding himself on this with his 

•The Yak-stone or Taydrtis \i9oe, so called from the river 
Gages in Lycia, is a kind of black bitumen. Various fabulous 
properties are ascribed to it by Pliny, N. H. xxxvi. 19. 
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company, began to be very sorrowful. And he 
saw on the island many decayed ships and like- 
wise great heaps of bones of men and other 
animals. Brunswik, seeing these things, began 
to be very downcast, yet partly cheered himself, 
saying : " He who sits at home in his chamber 
meets with misfortunes ; neither can any man 
speak of aught, unless he experiences adventures, 
which he afterwards relates to others." And so 
long as they had provisions, so long were they all 
merry ; when there were no provisions more, then 
were they in great fear. Then they made divers 
attempts with great art, endeavouring to depart, 
but their art availed them little ; if they sailed 
half a mile away, in a moment they found them- 
selves back again at the island. Then, as they 
knew not what to do and were in great want of 
provisions, they began to eat their horses, hoping 
always that God would shew them mercy. After- 
wards, when there were no more horses, they 
began to eat each other, always hoping that God 
would have compassion upon them. 

The third year now came and Brunswik was 
left alone with an old knight, whose name was 
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Balad, He said to Brunswik : " Dear lord ! thy 
dear lady knoweth not thine adventure, neither do 
they know what has happened to us.*' Brunswik 
heard these words and was very sorrowful. Then 
said Balad : " Be not sorrowful, my dear lord I If 
thou wilt hearken to me, I will give thee such 
counsel, that thou shalt escape hence, but I know 
not whether thou wilt then go far or near. I am 
now old and care not ; I must now remain here ; 
but if ever thou comest to happiness, think on my 
faithful service." Saith Brunswik: "Faithful 
knight of mine ! how can it be possible for me 
to escape hence ? For I have heard, that whoso 
comes to the Yak-stone mountain must remain 
there for ever." Saith Balad: "There is a bird 
called 'Noh,* and its wont is to fly hither once 
every year and in a moment to seize what corpses 
there are remaining and fly away ; and it well 
knows the hour when it ought to come. This 
bird will take thee away, if thou wilt, but further 
than that I know not what will happen." Saith 
Brunswik : " Faithful Balad ! indeed this is good 
counsel ; if I could but get out of this prison, it 
would not be a sorrow to me to die ; and perhaps 
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it may yet come to pass, that I shall return to 
mine own country." 

Then Balad took a horse's hide and smeared it 
well with blood, and put Brunswik within, and sew- 
ed him well up with a thong and placed him on 
the mountain. On the ninth day the Noh ap- 
peared, flying up at its proper time, and in a 
moment seized and flew away with him to deso- 
late mountains at such a distance, that a foot 
passenger could not reach them in three years from 
the Yak-stone mountain. And on the third day 
the Noh took him and cast him among her young 
ones for them to eat ; and leaving him there, flew 
away for another dainty. And when they pecked 
the hide around him, Brunswik, knowing no other 
counsel, drew his sword and leapt out and cut off^ 
their heads. Here Brunswik played the part of a 
valiant man, for it was very needful for him so to 
do. And it is written in other books of these 
birds, that each of them is so strong, that he can 
take up a horse on each talon, and so large, that he 
steps from one mountain to another ; and on each 
foot he has three talons. And there are not many 
of these birds, for they slay and eat each other. 
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And when Brunswik had done this, and the 
Lord God had aided him to kill them, he mar- 
velled thereat, and began with great fear to tra- 
verse those desolate mountains, for there was 
neither bird nor beast there. And when Bruns- 
wik had wandered thence nine days and nine 
nights and had always come to greater and more 
desolate mountains, it came to pass that he 
entered into a deep valley. There he heard a 
noise and great tumult, and stopped, listening 
how the tumult continually increased. And ap- 
proaching nearer he saw a lion and a dragon 
fighting together. Then Brunswik stood still and 
began to consider, saying : ** Now, O God, which 
shall I aid ? It was for that beast, the lion, that 
I rode out of mine own land ; likewise I am in 
great fear and know not what will become of me. 
Therefore I must needs aid the lion, come what 
will." So drawing his sword, he rushed up to the 
dragon and began to fight with it, defending the 
lion, for the lion was in great straits. The dragon 
had nine heads, from each of which fire issued, as 
from a forge. Again was Brunswik in great dan- 
ger, for the dragon burned him greatly, and on 
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the other hand he feared the lion also, and thus 
thought himself in two-fold danger. The lion, 
seeing the great faithfulness of Brunswik, fell on 
the ground and rested, for the dragon had greatly 
wounded it ; while Brunswik so fought with the 
dragon, that he had hewn off six of its heads. 
Then the dragon became furiously enraged, and 
smote Brunswik even to the ground many times 
with its flame, so that he became faint and weary, 
and now defended himself with great difficulty. 
Seeing this, the lion bestirred himself, and tore it 
with great wrath into halves, and rent it into 
small pieces. 

Brunswik, seeing so great power in the lion, 
began to be afraid of it, lest it should do the same 
to him. So he went away, desiring to escape from 
the lion. But the lion would not leave him, for 
whithersoever Brunswik turned himself, he always 
saw the lion behind him ; and for some days he 
went on day and night, endeavouring to escape 
from the lion. And taking acorns and beechmast 
into his bosom, for other food there he had none, 
he climbed an exceedingly high tree, to isee 
whether the lion would meanwhile go away any- 
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whither. There he sat on that high tree three days 
and three nights, and the lion sat all the time 
under the tree looking upwards. The lion was 
very sorrowful, that Brunswik would not trust it, 
and in distress roared so mightily, that the earth 
quaked thereat, and Brunswik fell in great fear 
from the tree and hurt himself greatly. The lion, 
seeing this, went quickly away, dug up certain 
roots, brought them in his mouth and laid them 
on Brunswik, so that in a short time he was 
whole. Here again evil befel Bnmswik, for he 
fell from a high tree, but when the lion helped 
him, he loved it greatly and never distrusted it 
any more- 
After this fall Brunswik sat in great weak- 
ness from hunger, having nothing to eat ; and the 
lion, seeing his hunger, went and caught a roe, 
brought it and tore it into halves, and taking it 
into his own mouth, baked it there with as great 
heat as in the hottest bake-house, and then took 
it out and set it before him. Brunswik now see- 
ing the great faithfulness of the lion, loved it ex- 
ceedingly, and the lion reverently lying down 
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beside him, laid its head on his lap. Then 
Brunswik began to stroke and caress it. 

Afterwards Brunswik, having gained strength, 
arose and went among great forests from mount- 
ain to mountain, and thus again wandered full 
three years on those great and desolate mountains, 
the lion always following him and providing him 
with food. And when it came to pass that he 
came on to an exceedingly high mountain, he 
clomb a tree, to see whether he could espy a castle 
or town. Looking on every side he espied a castle 
in the sea very far off, and coming down he kneel- 
ed on his knees and besought the Lord God to 
deliver him out of that wandering ; for he knew 
nought else, but whithersoever his eyes took him 
and his mind led him, thither he went. And hav- 
ing considered the way to the castle, he proceeded 
thitherward. And when he had been on his way 
fifteen days, he came out of those desolate mount- 
ains on to the shore of a desolate sea, and standing 
by the sea began to consider how he might reach 
the castle. Not knowing what else to devise, he 
began with his sword to cut stakes and faggots, 
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and the lion colle<5led them together. Then he 
construdled himself a broad raft and launched it 
on the water and embarked upon it. Just at that 
time the lion had stayed away a little longer than 
usual, seeking food, and Brunswik, wishing to es- 
cape from the lion, thrust himself from the ^hore. 
Just then the lion came up, bearing a wild swine 
in his mouth, and becoming enraged sprang after 
Brunswik, bearing the swine in his mouth, so that 
he barely sprang on to the raft with his forefeet, 
and thus with two feet the lion held fast the raft 
and swam a good while. Brunswik, seeing again 
that the lion would never leave him, began with 
great difficulty to help him, till he helped him on 
to the raft. Here again Brunswik was in great 
danger, scarcely being able to keep himself on the 
raft so as not to fall into the sea ; and though he 
did keep himself on the raft, yet he was always 
sitting in the water, sometimes up to his neck, 
sometimes to his waist. And thus he floated in 
the water eighteen days, the lion sitting at one 
end of the raft, and he at the other, and thus they 
saved each other from drowning. Nine days and 
nine nights did the sea sport with them, and for 
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another nine days and nights they found them- 
selves in great darkness between mountains. 
When he approached one mountain, he saw from 
afar how the mountain gleamed like fire. Then, 
drawing his sword and sailing under it, he gave 
it a mighty blow, so that he hewed off a piece 
about the bigness of a man's head. That mount- 
ain was a very pure carbuncle, and the light 
therefrom guided them till they issued from those 
mountains and dark places. And when he ap- 
proached the castle, he marvelled how divers sea 
creatures were around it. 

The castle was very beautiful, but there were 
sea creatures everywhere upon it. Then said 
Brunswik to himself : " Betide evil or good, I must 
enter that castle, if I am to suffer I know not 
what." And when he entered the castle, again 
did great fear take possession of him, when he 
saw how the king of the city, Olibrius, had eyes 
before and behind, and eighteen fingers on each 
hand, and on each foot eighteen toes. And around 
him he saw a multitude of divers people, some 
with one eye, others with one foot, many with 
horns over their eyes, others with two heads. 
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others with dog*s heads, others half grey and half 
white, others humped like camels and others red 
like foxes. Then fear began to take possession of 
Brunswik, for the cry and noise from them was 
great ; for some howled, others growled and others 
screamed, thus serving their king. Brunswik began 
to retire, wishing to quit the castle. Olibrius, see- 
ing this, saith to him : " Brunswik ! I know thy 
good name, although it hath never come to pass 
in our regions, that such a man hath been seen 
among us ; hast thou therefore come voluntarily or 
perforce ? " Saith Brunswik : ** Dear king ! of my 
own will indeed did I ride abroad out of mine own 
country, but now, alas ! this mine unhappy adven- 
ture befalleth me perforce." Saith King Olibrius : 
** Brunswik ! I believe that thou must abide with 
us perforce ; nevertheless, if thou wilt bind thyself 
to one thing and recover my daughter Africa, who 
hath been imprisoned three years by the dragon 
Basiliscus in a castle named Arabia on a desolate 
sea three hundred miles hence, know that I will 
help thee to thy country and let thee go through 
the iron gate," — over which King Olibrius had 
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power, but in no other way was it possible for 
Brunswik to go save through that gate. Then 
saith Brunswik : *' O king ! in the first place this 
is marvellous to me, that, without having ever seen 
me, thou namest me ; and as to what thou sayest 
concerning thy daughter, thou puttest me upon a 
hard matter ; nevertheless, if thou wilt fulfil what 
thou promisest, I will attempt it, taking my God 
for my help." And the king promised him and 
honoured him greatly. 

Then Brunswik commanded a ship to be got 
ready on the third day, on board whereof he took 
provisions to last for five months, and embarked 
with the lion and departed. And when he arrived 
under the castle, which was very magnificent, 
he moored the ship and proceeded, and the lion 
after him. And when they came to the first gate, 
they saw two savage wild beasts that guarded the 
castle. Espying Brunswik with the lion, they 
shook themselves in wrath, so that the whole 
castle quaked. Brunswik, seeing this, drew his 
sword and fought manfully with them for posses- 
sion of the gate. The lion, seeing that his lord 
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was wearied, rushed into the fray, and with great 
wrath tore in twain the one on the right hand and 
afterwards the other. 

Having thus gained the first gate, they pro- 
ceeded further. And when they came to the second 
gate, again they saw two stronger beasts, which 
were called Glato ; each had two horns two ells 
long and as sharp as razors. This kind of crea- 
ture at the present day, if it contends with any- 
one, fights with one horn, and lays the other on its 
back ; and if one is wearied, it puts it back and 
fights with the other. This beast fears nought 
save the colour red, and is as strong and valiant 
in the water as on land. With these again Bruns- 
wik had a hard labour, nevertheless, drawing his 
sword, he began again to fight with them so vehe- 
mently that the castle quaked. Here again the 
lion was grateful to him, for it again fiercely tore 
them in pieces ; and thus having gained posses- 
sion of the second gate, they went on to the third 
gate. 

Here first they saw wild beasts terrible and 
great, which are called Sidfors. These beasts had 
fur like a bear and horns like devils and black 
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teeth like horse's teeth ; and each of them had a 
very large mouth, so that it could swallow a man 
at one gulp. All other land and sea beasts are 
afraid of these beasts, with which Brunswik had 
to fight. Nevertheless, commending himself to 
God, he fought with them so vehemently, that the 
noise thereof was heard at the bays of the sea, but, 
alas 1 had it not been for God and the lion, Bruns- 
wik's life would have been but short. The lion 
coUedled all his strength and began to fight with 
them furiously and to tear them to pieces, and by 
God's help the lion tore them all to pieces. 

Thus having gained all the gates, they entered 
into the castle itself. There they saw many beau- 
tiful things, but there was no man therein. Silver 
and gold there was in plenty, but no man did they 
see. And when they came to the keep, Brunswik 
saw a very beautiful damsel ; her head and hands 
down to the waist were of human shape, but she 
had two serpent's tails instead of feet. When she 
espied Brunswik, she said : " Dear youth ! a mar- 
vel above marvels has happened ; tell me, Bruns- 
wik ! how thou camest hither ? " Saith he : " Africa, 
dear damsel ! thy father Olibrius hath sent me 
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hither, and hath promised to let me pass through 
the iron gate, if I can regain thee for him." The 
damsel Africa said : *^ Dear Brunswik ! that is a 
hard matter ; if thou hadst the strength of a thou- 
sand men, I would bid thee rather fight with them 
all at once than with these divers land and sea 
monsters. And therefore, dear Brunswik ! tell me 
whether the beasts at the first three gates are 
asleep, that thou hast come hither so easily in spite 
of them ? ** Saith Brunswik : '^ Africa, dear damsel ! 
in truth they do sleep and will sleep.'* The damsel 
saith : '* If they are asleep, dear Brunswik ! depart 
from the castle and tell my father, that I am well 
and that I thank him for caring for me." Saith 
Brunswik : << Africa, dear damsel 1 live I or die I, 
let God*s will be done, betide me evil or betide me 
good, out of this castle without thee I do not go." 
When the damsel heard this, she gazed on him and 
began to love him greatly, and making him sit 
beside her she gave him information with tears, 
saying: "Dear Brunswik! if thou wilt not go 
without me, take my ring and, I beseech thee, 
remember this : if any fear shall seize thee and 
they begin to smite at thee, delay not to put it on 
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thy right thumb. This ring has the strength of 
twenty-four men, but it is nothing in comparison 
with that ag£unst which thou hast to contend ; if 
thou hadst a hundred such rings on each finger, it 
would nought avail against such might. For my 
father has sent several thousands at a time, desir- 
ing to regain me, but hath not been able to efifecfl 
aught ; how then wilt thou, alone by thyself, 
regain me ? O wicked, faithless father ! thou 
mightest almost have slain me in thine own castle 
rather than have renewed this great anguish for 
me ! For see, dear Brunswik ! and understand 
these golden girdles of mine ; two serpent's tails 
have now enveloped my feet up to the girdle, jind 
every day from noon to evening my lord, Basilis- 
cus, envelopes me with these serpents, and then 
all night long and until noon I am a pure and 
beautiful maiden without the serpents. And this 
is his custom : he comes to me three hours after 
noon and lies till vespers on my lap, having no 
other pleasance with me ; and in half-an-hour, un- 
happy man ! it thou dost not depart, thy sorrow 
and woe will begin." Brunswik rose up and began 

H 
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to pray to the Lord God to help him out of those 
horrors. 

And when the time arrived, the dragon Basi- 
liscus moved in his cave, so that the whole castle 
quaked. Then said the damsel Africa : '' Recol- 
ledl thyself and flee not ; now wilt thou be in such 
danger as thou hast never heard of nor seen.*' 
And then there came a screaming, hissing and 
noise of serpents, such that, if four trumpeters 
had trumpeted with all their might, they could not 
have been heard for the hissing and noise. And 
when there crowded up from all sides a multitude 
of serpents and great lizards and other venomous 
creatures, eager to slay Brunswik, then began 
Brunswik to defend himself against them with his 
sword, slaughtering them by fifty at a single blow ; 
but the more of them he slew, the more there 
came ; some were as thick as beams and others 
screamed with the voices of devils. Brunswik 
paid no regard thereto, but met them manfully, 
and waded in venom to the girdle ; the lion, too, 
tore them mightily and cast them out of the cas- 
tle by the windows. 

The dragon Basiliscus, seeing that he was 
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slaughtering his servants, then approached him- 
self with great wrath, eager to avenge them, wear- 
ing a golden crown, and being as thick as a ladder, 
and having eighteen tails and scions of serpents, 
which were so sharp that at one blow he could cut 
a beam in twain. Then first in the combat did 
Brunswik have great pain, for the dragon smote 
him mightily, so that ofttimes he fell to the ground 
on his face. Then the lion defended him and 
fought strongly with the dragon. Brunswik rose 
up and went to the aid of the lion ; and thus they 
aided each other faithfully and fought with him all 
night long from vespers even until noon. Bruns- 
wik was now bleeding all over, and fell to the 
ground from excessive faintness. The lion, seeing 
that his lord was now fallen, roared loudly with 
great sorrow and began to fight furiously with the 
dragon and to rend o£f the tails round about him, 
till he had rent ofif all the scions from the dragon. 
Brunswik with great anguish sprang up, and they 
fought valiantly with the dragon, who had now 
nothing to wound them with ; and the lion tore 
him in pieces, so that streams like brooks flowed 
from him. 
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When the dragon was slain, Brunswik fell to 
the ground from great wounds ; for three days and 
three nights he spake no word, and the lion stood 
always sorrowfully beside him. The damsel Af- 
rica mourned for him greatly and stood also sor- 
rowfully beside him. The lion, not knowing what 
to do, hastened out of the castle in search of cer- 
tain roots. Having dug up the roots, he brought 
them in his mouth, and the damsel Africa made 
medicine for him, so that in nine days he was 
healed. 

After this Brunswik saith to the damsel : 
" Now, Africa, dear damsel 1 I have had great 
trouble for thee ; therefore delay not to journey 
with joy to thy father." She embraced Brunswik, 
saying: "Dearest Brunswik! I will gladly journey 
with thee." Then, taking silver and gold and 
precious stones and jewels to the value of thou- 
sands, they went to the king. 

And when they arrived at the castle, the king 
came down with great joy to meet Brunswik and 
to meet his daughter, and gave them a gracious 
welcome, saying : ** Blessed be thou, Brunswik, 
dear son ! I will give thee my daughter and all 
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my goods." To this Brunswik, though reludlantly, 
consented. But, when he had been with her some 
time, he was always thinking how he might return 
to his own country. 

It came to pass that one day, as he was going 
to bed, he looked into a very old vault : there he 
saw an exceedingly old sword without a hilt, and 
taking it out observed how exceedingly sharp it 
was, and it pleased him greatly. So, taking the 
hilt from his own sword, he put it on the other 
and placed it in his own sword-sheath, leaving his 
own sword in the vault. And when he came to 
the damsel, he asked her questions about the 
sword that was in the vault. On hearing him 
speak of the sword, she rose up very early, and 
fastened up the vault with nine locks, and lay 
down again beside Brunswik and said : ^* It is 
marvellous to me how thou hast seen that sword, 
which no male person hath seen for many years. 
If thou knewest how much power that sword hath, 
thou wouldst marvel thereat.** Saith Brunswik : 
" Dear damsel ! thou canst tell me ; thou hast it 
all the same in thine own power.'* Saith the 
damsel Africa : " If thou desirest to know, I will 
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tell thee that sword hath these powers : if any 
one were to draw it from the sheath and say : * Off 
with one, ten, twenty, thirty, a hundred, a thou- 
sand heads ! ' the heads would immediately fall to 
the ground." Brunswik laughed thereat, but bore 
it in mind. 

Afterwards once upon a time the sea mons- 
ters came into his chamber. Brunswik took the 
sword, wishing to learn the truth, and only in- 
tending to observe the effedl of the sword. So, 
drawing it from the sheath, he said : " Now by 
virtue of this sword oflf with the heads of the near- 
est monsters." Immediately in a moment off fell 
all their heads, and he hastened and threw them 
into the sea, having thus ascertained the truth. 

A little time afterwards, when the king was 
sitting with all his court at table, Brunswik drew 
out the sword and said : " Now, dear sword of 
mine ! off with the heads of the monsters, of the 
king and of the damsel 1 " In a moment all the 
heads fell off. Then Brunswik took a bag full of 
gold and precious stones to the value of many 
thousands, unfastened the iron gate, embarked in a 
ship with the lion and the valuables and departed. 
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When he had again voyaged a great distance 
upon the sea, he passed by a certain island nam- 
ed Tripatrita.* Hearing the sound of trumpets, 
drums and all manner of singing, he desired to 
know what it could be that was going on, and 
disembarked on the island. There he saw large 
crowds on horseback and on foot, some of whom 
were riding in circles and others were dancing 
and making merry together. Brunswik stood and 
marvelled thereat. Then one of them came up 
and said to him : " O Brunswik ! how hast thou 
come among us ? But, in whatever way thou 
hast come, thou must dance and remain here with 
us." And, giving his hand to Brunswik, he burn- 
ed him sorely. Brunswik, seeing again that there 
was danger, drew his sword and said : "Now off 
with the head of this first man ! " And immedi- 
ately it was so. When the crowds saw that the 
head was off, many of them said : " O Brunswik ! 
thou shalt not thereby escape our hands ; thou 
must dance with us and ride on these horses." 
These were devils, Asmodeises, and they were 
there tormented. Brunswik, seeing that they would 
* This reminds us of Trinacria, the old Greek name of Sicily. 
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constrain him, drew his sword and said: "Now 
off with the heads of all these devils ! " Again did 
the heads of all the devils fall oif. 

He embarked again in the ship with the lion 
and departed. Again he wandered over the sea 
fifteen weeks, and was again in great fear. Then 
he espied a most beautiful city, which glittered 
with gold and precious stones, so that the radi- 
ance thereof spread itself ten miles over the sea.* 
Brunswik sailed up to it and entered into the city. 
The city was named Egbatanis ; t there were most 
beautiful houses, but no man therein. He went 
from house to house and found every where plenty 
to eat and to drink ; the tables were covered and 
there was plenty of meat in the kitchens. There- 
at Brunswik marvelled greatly, seeing no man in 
the city. All at once, after a little while, he heard 
trumpets and drums, which made an exceeding 
great noise, and an army marched into the city. 
These were the Astriols, that is, the Invisibles, 
who lived in that city. Brunswik perceived again 

* Reckoning the present Bohemian miles, this would be 
nearly fifty English miles. 

f This name is borrowed from Ecbatana, the old capital of 
Media. 
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that there was danger, and therefore began to walk 
amongst them. They said to him : " Bninswik, 
unhappy man ! how hast thou come hither ? " 
Saith he : ** I know that I fear you not, however I 
may have come hither among you." Then they 
seized him and led him before their lord Astriolus, 
who said : ** Either promise to remain for ever here 
with us, or I will command thee to be set on a fiery 
horse, and thus thou shall burn on him for ever." 
Saith Bninswik : " Faithless Astriolus ! I fear not 
thy threats ; I hope in my God, since he hath 
helped me out of great terrors and dangers, that 
he will also help me hence. As for thee, wicked 
Astriolus ! thou hast merited it, thou oughtest to 
be here and shalt be." Saith Astriolus: "Thou 
art proudly minded, nevertheless I will try thy 
pride." Then he commanded the fiery horse to 
brought, and four men darted up and began to 
struggle with Brunswik, wishing to set him upon 
the horse. Brunswik, being unable to delay longer, 
drew his sword and said : ** Now off with the heads 
of these four ! " Immediately their heads fell off, 
and the lion bounded up and tore them in pieces. 
Astriolus, seeing that there was no deception, 
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called for an army. Then several thousands sur- 
rounded him with great outcries. Again said 
Brunswik : " Now oflf with the heads of twenty 
men, now of thirty, now of a hundred, now of a 
thousand 1 " Immediately there was such a clatter 
of heads, that the whole earth quaked. Astriolus, 
seeing this said : '* Recolle(5l thyself Brunswik I 
RecoUedl thyself for the sake of thy God and 
sheath thy sword ! I promise to condu<Jl thee 
to thine own country, only commit no more 
slaughter.'* Then said Brunswik: ''In sooth I 
will do so for the sake of my God, but not for thy 
sake, if thou fulfillest that which thou hast pro- 
mised, to convey me to mine own land without 
fear and injury and with the lion.*' He made him 
the promise again. 

And it came to pass, that on a Thursday at 
the first dawn he set Brunswik on a cross-road 
with all his goods and the lion. When Brunswik 
found himself before Prague, he put on the gar- 
ments of a hermit and entered with the lion. Just 
then King Astronomus was giving his daughter, 
Brunswik's wife, to an Assyrian prince named 
Cleofas ; for seven years had now passed since 
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she had seen Bninswik. Brunswik, learning this, 
went into the castle and the lion with him. And 
when he espied his queen sitting with prince Cleo- 
fas, he was very sorrowful ; nevertheless he bided 
his time. And after dinner they brought drink in 
gold and silver cups, and observing Brunswik, gave 
him to drink out of the golden cup, out of which 
prince Cleofas and princess Neomenia drank. 
Brunswik took the ring from his finger and put it 
into the golden cup, and immediately did them 
reverence and went out of the castle. But, as he 
went out of the castle, he wrote on the gate, that 
he who had departed seven years ago, had been in 
the castle. They began to talk together, asking 
who it could be. And when the queen was put- 
ting away the golden cup, she found the ring and 
recognized it for that of her beloved Brunswik. 
This she told to her father, and great rumours 
arose concerning it. 

But prince Cleofas was exceedingly grieved 
thereat, and mounted on horseback with twenty- 
nine men and pursued after Brunswik. And when 
he overtook him, he seized Brunswik and would 
have slain him, Brunswik, seeing this, drew his 



6o BRUNSWIK. 



sword and said : "Now off with the heads of this 
paramour and his servants!" So the heads of 
them all fell off, and the lion tore the bodies in 
pieces, and the horses ran into the town. 

After this Brunswik went to a certain castle 
and sent secretly for the barons of the land. 
Then the barons and nobles* came with great joy 
as to their beloved lord and rode with him to 
Prague. Then, when King Astronomus and his 
daughter Neomenia learned the truth, they went 
out far to meet him with great joy. Likewise 
many others, old and young, went out of Prague 
to meet him. Then was there great joy in all the 
land, that their prince had brought the lion. 
And he related to all how great labour he had 
had, and his beloved queen, Neomenia, rejoiced 
above all others. Then Brunswik commanded 
proclamation to be made in all towns, and a lion 
to be painted on all gates, and on one side of the 
banner of the land he commanded a white lion to 
be embroidered on a red field. 

When he was forty and five years old, he 

* Zemane, from zemc, land ; properly, possessors of landed 
property. 
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had a son by his queen, whom he named Ladis- 
law, and ended his days in a good old age. 
Through great faithfulness and sorrow the lion 
would not remain alive after him, but roared 
and died. Praise be to God in the highest ! 



Erratum. 
Page 49, Line 22, for "it" read "if." 
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